LEICSERNItIT Your localy

wentwortn Couricr

= 1!3'.1-.},3]@_1@@ e
Louise Olsenon how s, «
\'ﬁﬂmﬂmﬂﬂ'

TOP
" PENTHOUSE
CITY DREAM

ADDRESS

KIND
COFEEE
NEW/ CAFE TREND
SWEEPS THE EAST



My first
great

love

Dinosaurs Designs’ Louise Olsen first
love was painting and she's preparing [or
her first solo show, writes Tess Durack

0%

s (lzen has eallab

wraled,  cosdesipned.

Juaned furces and pari-

nered with ather de

sigrers for mure than

three decades. This
maonth, she goes salo. 1 feel Hies
T'm vpenimng my heart up in s way T
mever have” sha - . & hint
af malnerability in her voice.

Her exhibilivn of paintings, 1o
yoars in the making and tnsproed
Toy “pruillis Lo s Che groreel b saud
beauly of ihe oabural world”, will
soom be on show at the (Hsen Cial
lery in Woollahra, vaned by her
brathar Tm.

Co-fomnier and director of tha
dounic Ausiralian jewellery aoud
homewares company, [Hnosaor
Iwsigns, which was founded in
1ups, Olsen & best known for her
wark in the hrand's signatoras
resin. Her wrists al (e inlerview
clatter with the bold onganic ban-
gles lncsanr [ esigns has mada fa-
mous wnd which emphasise her
delicabe features and slech, black-
jnaned physiquae,

Bul painting was her Grsi greal
lowe. Indaed, Olsen says [hmesaor
esigns was staried so she and her
oo-founders, pariner Sephen Or-
mandy and Liana Rossler, the lat-
ler of whom bas since moved on.
oould support themselves while
pursiing thelr work as painters.
My education was in paiotiog aod
drawing. 1 didn’t do a design

pourse,” (lstn exploins.  “Hut
Teing an sriisl s abol being an ex-
plorer, 11 isn'l & voe-dimensional
thing. H'you knok at artists throngh
history, like Giacvmetl and Fic-
amso, thiry all made jewollery, cor
amics, scnlphure . yoo explone
dafferenl materialy aod sach ma-
terial has its own valoe.”

With this show, Louise Olsan
Ginls e vuice throwgh painting in
n way sha hasn't had the appar-
tunily by dis [or many years. Why
oow? “T have an incredible team at
IMposaur Designs.” says (Hsen.
“And we've bad o ot more edu-
eation around running tha busi
msn — 115 growm sa mmach, and |
Towe il and il siill kewps us oo cur
toes [but] having that really wom.-
derfal team in place has freed ma

And thien thara's ks famous fa-
e, seockaiened s Tebowved ardisl,
Jubhn Olsen. “He has been so en-
oonragmg,” says Olsan. “I've boan
painiing in a guist way aol sorlof
shirting arcund the edges fur a
wiviks, st dad was jost Hcs Uoma
oo, Gel inlo il You ve gol this abil-
ity amwd talent. This side of pon
BT coene o,

And o, Olsen bas spent part of
vary wonk for the Lues frw pearsar
ber studic in ber fniher's bome al
Bowral. They would bold monthly
hifie drawing classes — “he's 8 natn-
ral, womderful tescher”, converss
topether about different moterinls
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and techndgues, and read postry
Yealy amd Eeals are Givouribes -
before retreating io thedr own sfo.
s, “We work very segaraiely,”
Dl sys. “Coming from a Gmilly
with such a strang traditon of
painling, 1 L il was very impori-
ant I find my owm valce.”

For many families, the prospect
o chilk] chusosiog Che life ol an art-
fst would have parents wringing
their hands with anxiety. Buf for
Losise, whose lale molher Valerie
Olson was also a painter, creativity
has always been celsbraied and
bunoured. “Deing an ariis in my
family wasn't treated lke *Oh my
gl whnl will Becume of her, she'll
be starving forever?™ she bughs.
“'Hoth my parents were so encodar-
aging ouwr lils was always sur-
roumded by are.”

&

I've been painting
in a quiet way and
sort of skirting
around the edges
for a while, but dad
was just like ‘Come
on! Get into it

And whemn she says “suar-
rourndes]”, sbe reslly means il Her
childhand homn, “a lartis weathior-
b s on Gl Streat in Wat-
wons Bay, when il was liken sbeegpy
fishing village and dad wonld get
Eresh b [rom Black Juck down ul
Camng Corve wol wook it fur break-
fazt”, was Alled wath the smnll of
peinnls ana turpenlice aod (be wax
va the old wooden Doorboanls.
Lowise and Tim shared & room and
their muther's studic was in e
Froat bavdrosm, their father s i ths
Hiving room. “It was right thers,
you koow,” she recalls “Right
there. From the momemt | was
brourm, I was peally inoart school,”

Her purents even ran an art
mehoal called the Rakery in Par-
dimgion im e T whers & young:
Lnazise wrombn arttered classos

Later, in [haral, she went in &
Steiner school which further nour-
tshed  her creative  amargies.
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“Everything was about being ne
svourcelful, learning how o creale
things ofl your own bal — music,
paper, books, food. | think that re
ally heslped me builer on with Dime-
saur Designs.™

(Hsen Temembers A homielife
[l with music and bovks and of
bald and deficate arrangermenis of
wjecls, “Mum had o bemutilal eye
il Toved pulting ohiects and dif-
ErTant plemants together.”

s a shill her daughler inheril-
wil. Saskin Havekes. [ounder of me-
nowned flarist Grandiflora and
childbuad [riemd, says Olsen al-
ways had n natural abdlity to ar
rangs  abjects  amd  forms.
“Drawings, cololhes, owers,
bonlcs, food, anything she tonchad
— wilh Louis:, svery nuanos i im-
partant.”

Is Havakns sarprisad by har ol
[riemd seemingly going cul on 8
limb with a solo puiniing exhibs-
tlom? * Mot really. It's & natural pro-
Eresgion. She's come Tull circke —
she startad with painting and bar
Erig bowe fiowr Jahn has verigmited that
folbend. The embers have always
been thers and now the match has
e Lt e she wan give il her alb-
solute all. It was inevitable, Uode-
nikahla amd evitabla.”

Her brother, Tim, was mure sur-

*Mever in a milliva years
id | think sha wonkd pick ap &
brush (o the extent that she has,”
b lausghs. “But when dad was on




his owm and she coald vse the hope
stdan, she decided o just patnt
wilh po imbenition of ever thinking
it would be exhibited. And [ was
amvarwhelmsd by ber work haoanss
il wos sellless. She painbed this
show an the hasis of loving paimt
imp I really oomes from ber heart.
This is the authenlic Louise and
I'm ga proad of er.”

Bul slaging = sodo exhibitson
dnas bring some confronting foal
Angs. "Il dio el moes excpnsiad tham |
wver have,” says Olsen. “Bal, you
kninwr, yom've got i have coorage
i lifie. Anmd | think thea hamrty of

prtting ndder i that yom care bess
sboul whal people think. Peopls
are poimg to kove 1 and hate it And
you st have oo wear that | dos't
wurry as much abould (hal as I did
whien | was youmger. You have to
lirwm yourr trath =

Are there drawbacks e being a
membar of & such: high profils cre
ative BamilyT “T feel very pomilive
aboud il says Olsen. T feel Lless-
o smd heckcy to have e born intn
[mmily like this. Ii's besn imcred-
ihly imspiring And that's Teally
what | tnke away with ma."

“There's always guing o be poli-
ties and apnsations of nepotism,*
mirlds Tmy, pragmatically. *Hot she

eft, Camille Olsoan-
Dirmanddy. Loumse
Oisesn and

Dibsasr. Plcturs: Mic
vialker

g her owm Language, bier owm v
vabulary. She bas this vonldemss
m eolour and the confidence of a
draftsperson. Loawiss can make
(hose marks becaus: she knows
from bier heart bow bo maks them.
And shin cares abot the lagacy of
Eruwing up aroursl painling.”

Liks smach off har waork fior Lbnd
saur Designs, e oollection is in-
spire] by the nabural world — e
wWay natre grows and the dme it
takes o evolve amd the way bees
paollinate and bring new Hfs amd
apaar on and ferriliss and the whale
provess of iL"

T'he workes are a mie of of] and
acrybic amd (Hsan datails tha chal-

lemging process of combindng the
e yuile disgeaaie Gypes of paanl
and alsothe deep pdeasare of work
1 om Helgiam Heen.

“You pel ihis beauliful podd
transhnceney that sort of Aoats, the
wary pallen finats through the ar
wilh diflferent shifis of volvur and
tome, a fenling of the paint puksat
g v L v, ™

Thee works sre remuackably Lime-
ty given the destructon wreaked
by the recenl calsstrophic bush-
fires. *“Thern's &o muach rosmib s
and hope i nature,” [Hsen save
“Alrewly we're seeing green jump
ont of these buret landscapes. |
think naturs has all the snswors
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really, We jusl oeed o Lap in and
lislen (o il becuwse thats the [u-
vy

Olsen’sown Mulure will see more
travel — to Pards for sam exhibition
off partmer Cemaardd s worle and
sl by their inler malionsl stores —
e DHnesanr Desigrs, mare col-
Ebermlivns (T can'l say yel wilh
whom, bal il will be very imienesl-
ing" reweals Lowmse) and yos, of
porses, mure painlimg.

Io the meantime, however, na-
ture remades & oonstant souree of
vomlerl amd cremlive enemygy for
Dlsen and she Hkes the idoa that
e paintings will halp paople com-
wect with nabure,

“My mnmm always soid that
matntimazs ara Hice windows. | hops
mime van ke ke Chasl Gor people —
windows to nature," she says.

Her bume in Brumbe, whers ahe
Lives wilh Ormamndy anil daughiler
Camilbs, 71, i nestled intn & native
bush garden which she is theilled
o me “gleaming” from the recent
radn. “And | lova baing by the sea.
It brings me all hose wonidecful
memaries of Watsom's Hay'”

My Mum always
said that paintings
are like windows,

1 hope mine can

be like that for
people — windows
o nature

o, tre, 15 Foll af hoodcs, Temsie, art,
ol pod srlisls, Crmandy & 8
padrvier and selpior amd Canxdllels
a stadant at the Matiomal Art
Schuol smd bs carving vul ber vnn
rrich with portratbare. And ypou're
ool wringing your hands al her
chusen pmih® The guestion causes
CHsem to Lansgh. M Men smrpar sesd
in pome ways. Bul then, # would
e bear v morn s sing if
she'd wanted to do anytiing else.

Follinar on s from March 4 - 35 af the OLEN

Like her childhosd haomss, this Gallary, ey Aead Win bk
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